Please Support the Small Business Growth Act
“Draft’
The MTA is asking for your support for the Small Business Growth Act, soon to be introduced by Representative Gerry Connolly and other members of Congress. The bill is designed to enable small businesses up to 1,500 employees who have grown beyond their size standard to compete for larger projects without direct competition from large businesses. 

Rep. Connolly has drafted legislation for a pilot program that will provide a growth path for small and mid-size businesses, who have matured beyond their currently allowed NAICS Code size- standards and are considered “other than small”.  These businesses are not really “large”; they simply no longer meet the traditional small business size standards.  
The key factor of this pilot program supports small business sustainability and viability in the federal marketplace by utilizing the number of employees, not revenue. This program would be an exception to the customary way of selecting the NAICS code and accompanying size standard.  
The Pilot Legislation allows:

· Qualified businesses to serve as mentors to smaller firms
· Small businesses to bid as a prime on contracts without having to bid against $30 billion dollar large businesses
The Small Business Growth Act directs the Administrator of the General Services Agency to first utilize the other small business programs [8(a), HUBZone, SDVOSB, and traditional SB] before the pilot program could be utilized, thus "protecting" smaller firms and paving the way for this program to work as a venue that would allow greater participation by all small business. MTA believes this is a great way to support our small businesses by allowing them to fully reach their potential.
Results of the Small Business Growth Act would produce the much needed data on businesses that have graduated and have grown beyond their NAICS codes that could be compared against job contribution of similarly situated companies operating under the current definition of a small business in other parts of the Executive Branch to determine if small businesses remain competitively viable and can continue to grow.
Priority of use in the following order of consideration:
· 8(a) or HUBZone or SDVOSB, Women-owned
· SB 
· Small Business Growth Pilot Program
· Unrestricted/Full and Open 
